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My Digital Journey into “Visual Data Science” 

This picture was taken by a former CERN colleague of mine, 

when I began to publish websites in 2002, using Frontpage. 

Before that I used PRESTEL to publish US army sites in Europe, 

for I had come to London with the vision of a peace network of 

computers protecting our planet – in 1981 – long before the 

internet. 

At the time, I was in splendid intellectual isolation which began by 

translating a German article on prime numbers for the proverbial 

little old lady who had studied patterns of prime numbers all her 

life.  

I believe it was through the translating process that I reflected 

more deeply and eventually had very profound insights not only into prime numbers, but also 

other mathematical holy grails.  

My Yoga teacher recommended a patent lawyer, but he said “you can’t patent a theory, you 

must create vendible products.” Hence I developed a Wood Bead Game – in analogy to 

Hermann Hesse’s Glass Bead Game1. For I had used beads to visualise numbers and was in 

‘conceptual heaven’, just as Uncle Petros and Goldbach’s Conjecture2. Once my mother 

commented, she thought she was in a brothel, as I expressed my intellectual delights in 

sounds!  

In the sixties, my mother had read an article “What is a computer?” in the Best of Reader’s 

Digest and suggested that this would be something for me. My father looked for training 

opportunities and I applied to the Hahn-Meitner-Institute in Berlin, but was not accepted, 

because I was female. In Darmstadt I was accepted and that’s how I learned about CERN: 

physicists came to use our IBM mainframes because CERN computers were down.  

I really liked the opportunity of working in Geneva where I could express my love of 

languages, besides looking through problems physicists had with their Fortran programs. That 

included reading machine dumps in octal numbers. Recently I discovered that they create a 

beautiful visualisation order for the ancient Chinese Book of Wisdom I Ching3 and I 

published Why Digital I Ching?4  

After seven years of spotting mistakes, I got bored and wanted to leave, even though it was 

impossible to earn more tax-free money and have longer holidays. My boss persuaded me to 

spend two months at the Lawrence Radiation Lab in California, but on the way my physicist 

friend who drove our rented car fell asleep and our fall of 25 feet caused my hip to dislocate. 

This was the beginning of my physical life with pain5 and I swore to myself to make pain 

visible. What a strange thought to have had, when decades later it has come true through our 

method of re-visualising images in True Colour 3D6!?... 

                                                 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Glass_Bead_Game  
2 https://www.amazon.co.uk/Uncle-Petros-Goldbachs-Conjecture-Mathematical/dp/1582341281  
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hexagram_(I_Ching)  
4 https://3dmetricuniverse.wordpress.com/why-i-ching/  
5 https://sabinemcneill.co.uk/physical-life-pain/  
6 https://smartknowledge.space/true-colour-3d/  
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Whilst re-visiting science through the eyes of a mature programmer, I kept seeing my mother 

near Berlin, even carrying a desktop under my arm into the aeroplane, before I bought an IBM 

Thinkpad as my first laptop. I used it to move from Fortran to Visual Basic but got very 

frustrated between thinking, coding and testing.  

Thus I discovered that designing software is different from coding and following code to 

detect logical errors. As architects design structures and need others to turn them into 3D, so I 

began to create documents to turn my ideas into ‘specifications’. My mother always read the 

papers with my interests in mind and had found a 16-year-old geek in Potsdam who wrote 

Visual Data Intelligence for me. There I also saw the professor who created the Hasso 

Plattner Institute7 and who recommended the use of Rational Rose which became Visio.  

And thus my ‘software-aided thinking’ continued. I had left CERN in 1979 and became self-

employed by organising lectures, seminars and conferences, about humanistic psychology and 

energy medicine, as I was forced to learn about ‘pain management’.  

My Apple IIe replaced secretaries and accountants.  After 

meeting Lord Sudeley8, I began to organise the Forum for 

Stable Currencies9 in Westminster.  

That was the beginning of my social life with meaning10. When 

victims of white collar crimes told their horrendous stories of 

abuse, I felt help- and powerless.  

Lord Sudeley suggested to group cases to change the law11 and eventually Victims Unite12 

was the most popular of my 33 interrelated sites and petitions to advocate Open Justice13.  

However, my priority was always to turn my mathematical insights into software solutions. 

Whilst caring for my mum, I worked with long-term unemployed programmers who helped 

produce Our Software Lenses in Action14, after I realised that ‘layering’ dimensions could 

also be applied to images. But my current developer added a whole new look and feel when 

he turned images into 3D movable objects15 online.  

After a splendid Turing Lecture I wrote Towards Visual Data Science Courses16.  After an 

exciting Royal Society event about the growth of Algorithms in Society, I wrote Towards 

MSc Projects17. 

Next I am dreaming of turning my ‘soul home’ West of Berlin into a seminar centre. There 

I’d also like to create a mathematical garden, as a template for scientific and digital 

alternatives to Disneyworld.  

For the uncertainties and probabilities of metrology can be replaced with ‘pixel accuracy18’. 

But it takes the mathematics behind our Smart Knowledge Engine as a new instrument of 

investigation19. To comprehend the realities of our 3D world from data and images is our new 

path of understanding.  

                                                 
7 https://hpi.de/en/  
8 http://stablecurrencies.org.uk/forum/backgrnd/lsudeley.htm  
9 https://forumforstablecurrencies.info/chronology/  
10 https://sabinemcneill.co.uk/meaning/  
11 https://edm1297.wordpress.com/spiritual-advice-for-victims/our-complaints/  
12 https://victims-unite.net/about/  
13 https://sabinemcneill.co.uk/passion/online-publications/  
14 http://3d-metrics.com/gallery/main.php  
15 https://smartknowledge.space/true-colour-3d/  
16 https://smartknowledge.space/articles/visual-data-science/towards-visual-data-science/  
17 https://smartknowledge.space/articles/visual-data-science/towards-msc-projects/  
18 https://smartknowledge.space/pixel-accuracy/  
19 https://3d-metrics.me/benefits/new-instrument-of-investigation/  
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